A FREE READER RESOURCE

THE SECOND SHORE
A Scripture Companion

Biblical passages woven through Faith Marlowe's novel

Six Scripture-based reflections
Grace. Lament. Seasons. Mercy. Service. Restoration.

Designed for individual readers, Christian book clubs, church groups, and anyone
who wants to explore the biblical themes behind the story.

Faith Marlowe | Book One of the Shore Series



How to use this companion

The Second Shore is a novel first. Its Scripture reflections are not intended to interrupt the story or
turn every chapter into a lesson. Instead, each of the six parts closes with a short biblical reflection
that gives readers a place to pause with the questions the story has raised.

This companion gathers those six passages into one reader resource. You can use it after finishing
the novel, alongside a book-club discussion, or as six short personal reflections.

A note on Scripture

The novel paraphrases biblical material for narrative flow rather than quoting one
specific Bible translation. For study, read each full passage in your preferred Bible
translation.

Suggested rhythm

1. Read the passage in your Bible.

2. Revisit the relevant part of the novel.

3. Sit with the reflection questions.

4. Finish with the short prayer, or write your own.

THE SECOND SHORE | SCRIPTURE COMPANION | 2



PART ONE: THE KITCHEN

Ephesians 2:8-10
Grace comes before achievement

This reflection focuses on grace as a gift rather than a reward. Nell begins to recognise how easily
she turns kindness into a debt that must be repaid. The passage helps frame receiving love and help
without treating them as obligations to earn.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. Where do you find it hardest to receive help without immediately trying to repay it?
2. How does Nell's instinct to make herself useful affect the way she receives care?

3. What would it look like to let grace come first in one relationship this week?

A SHORT PRAYER

God, teach me to receive what is freely given, and to let gratitude grow into faithful action rather than
anxious repayment.
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PART TWO: THE ATTIC

Psalm 13
Lament can still be prayer

Psalm 13 holds complaint, a plea for an answer, and trust in the same prayer. That movement
echoes Ruth's letters and Nell's questions. The novel does not treat honest grief as a failure of faith,
and it does not require suffering to be given a tidy explanation.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. What have you believed you were not allowed to say to God?
2. Why might honest lament be more faithful than forced optimism?

3. Which part of grief in the story is left unresolved, and why does that matter?

A SHORT PRAYER

God, receive the questions | can say aloud and the ones | cannot yet name. Help me remain honest
without pretending that pain is simple.
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PART THREE: THE GARDEN

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 11
There is a season for what cannot be hurried

Ecclesiastes names planting and uprooting, weeping and dancing, keeping and letting go. The
reflection uses that language to resist rushing grief. Ruth's losses, Henry's decline, and Nell's
unfinished relationships all unfold on timelines that cannot be forced.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. Where does the novel show a character trying to move faster than grief allows?
2. What is the difference between patiently tending something and refusing to let it change?

3. Which season of your own life needs permission to remain unfinished for now?

A SHORT PRAYER

God, give me patience for the season | am actually in. Help me tend what is mine to tend without
demanding an early harvest.
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PART FOUR: THE PORCH

Luke 10:25-37
Mercy becomes practical

The Good Samaritan account turns the question of neighbour into concrete action. In the novel, care
is repeatedly shown through listening, apology, presence, service, and follow-through. Compassion
is not merely a feeling or argument about who deserves help.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. Which character most clearly learns that listening must come before helping?
2. Where does an apology need to name harm rather than explain it away?

3. What small act of mercy in the story carries more weight than a large speech?

A SHORT PRAYER

God, make my care specific. Help me listen well, apologise clearly, and offer help that respects the
other person.
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PART FIVE: THE WORKSHOP

Acts 9:36-42 and 1 Kings 19:4-8
Service needs limits, rest, and support

Tabitha is remembered for practical care, while Elijah receives food and rest before the next stage of
his journey. Together the passages challenge the idea that faithful service means limitless
usefulness. The novel connects generosity with sustainability, training, support, and fair boundaries.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. Where does good intention risk becoming overextension in the story?
2. What makes service sustainable rather than performative?

3. What kind of rest, support, or boundary would make one of your commitments more honest?

A SHORT PRAYER

God, help me serve without pretending | am limitless. Teach me when to give, when to rest, and when
to ask for support.
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PART SIX: THE SHORE

John 21:9-19
Restoration does not erase the past

The risen Jesus shares breakfast, speaks to Peter about love, and gives him responsibility. The
scene combines ordinary provision, past failure, renewed relationship, and a continuing call. Nell's
ending follows the same pattern: hope is real, but it does not pretend that grief or damaged
relationships have vanished.

Read it in context
Open your preferred Bible and read the full passage before answering the questions below.

REFLECT

1. Why is a modest next step more believable than a dramatic resolution for Nell and Mark?
2. What does the final shore represent if it is not simply a place where pain disappears?

3. Which relationship in the novel shows the clearest example of restoration without denial?

A SHORT PRAYER

Jesus, help me begin again without rewriting what has happened. Give me grace to receive, courage
to repair, and faithfulness for the next step.
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For book clubs and church groups

Use one Scripture section as the closing reflection for a meeting, or divide the six passages across
six sessions. The aim is not to force agreement. The strongest discussions may come from asking
how the biblical passage changes the way a reader sees a character, a loss, a relationship, or a

decision.

A useful final question

Which biblical passage changed meaning for you because of where it appeared in the story?

Continue the conversation
The Second Shore also has a separate Christian Book Club Discussion Guide with

fifteen questions on grief, faith, relationships, forgiveness, community, and second

chances.

Visit faithmarlowebooks.com for reader resources and book news.
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